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[bookmark: _Hlk52285092]Guidelines for (Research Paper) & Presentation

WEIGHT OF THIS ASSESSMENT:

2 part of the assessment:
· [bookmark: _Hlk52285698]This research essay counts for 25% of total assessment in this course.
· [bookmark: _Hlk52285640]PowerPoint presentation of your individual research design 15% of total assessment in this course.



First: This Research Essay

TOPIC: 

You are required to write a research essay on How does religion influence politics in the Middle East?  

This assessment is based on a 2000- 2500 words. The paper should address an issue related to the Middle East. The paper has to present the issue clearly, discuss all its intricacies and aspects related. Address all the connected problems and possibilities. And Finally suggest a possible solution or a line of action based on which the student see the most relevant way to act in such a situation. The paper has to be based on relevant research material, and data. It could generate its own primary sources via interviews along with the use of secondary sources (optional). The paper has to have a clear focus, thesis and analytical framework. A rubric of the paper assessment will be added on Blackboard

This is a reflective essay and therefore you must ensure that you do a critical, balanced evaluation of the topic. How does religion influence politics in the Middle East?  
 What are the positive & negative effects of religion on politics in the middle east, and why? This question may have a good argument because the religion influence in 1950-1980s is different than 21st century! 

Note: This should be a very concise research paper. You do not have the space to provide lengthy historical or technical notes. If you want to provide detailed additional information, you can attach annexures (addenda) to your essay. 

Choose your own interesting title for the essay!


DEADLINE FOR ONLINE SUBMISSION: 

Monday, 5 October 2020, 23h59.

NB! Submit at least a day before the deadline, so that you can check your SafeAssign similarity score, just in case you need to edit the essay. 


LENGTH:	

About 1500 words (absolute maximum of 2000 words). The word count includes content only (excluding the title page, synopsis, table of contents, bibliography, appendices). Provide a word count.
SOURCES:

Use a minimum of seven sources. 
Use both primary and secondary sources. Examples of primary sources are speeches, press releases, official websites of governments, interviews, blogs etc. Examples of secondary sources are books, journal articles, newspaper articles etc. 
Wikipedia may not be used as a source in academic research.


FORMAT:

Assignments must be typed. The content of the essay must meet the language, technical and referencing requirements of scientific writing. All cited sources must appear in the Bibliography. Do not include sources that were not cited in the text. Proof-read your assignment before submission. 

Ensure that the following are included:
· title page 
· synopsis*
· table of contents 
· an introduction as well as a conclusion
· in-text headings
· in-text references 
· bibliography 
· word count

*A synopsis (abstract) of 150-200 words (one paragraph) is required. The synopsis is an abstract based on your whole assignment and is not an introduction to the main text (it is also not a substitute for the introduction). 


MARKING RUBRIC: 

A marking rubric will be supplied separately. Please read it to see how your essay will be graded. If you pay attention to all the sections, you can ensure that you do not lose marks unnecessarily. 



Second: PowerPoint presentation of your individual research design 15% of total assessment in this course.


VERY IMPORTANT: First read the separate guidelines (research paper). You need to start your research before you can prepare this
presentation!
For this assessment, you will prepare a Powerpoint presentation that gives an overview of your research paper design. So, the content of the presentation is linked to what you will do later, in your essay. It is important to remember that this is a provisional research plan, so after you have been graded in the presentation you can change details, sources etc. for your reflective essay. However, preparing this presentation (the research design ‘plan’) will help you to start working on your research paper in an organized, logical way. It will also help you when you get comments from the instructor on main aspects of your research, before you finalize your essay. This will help you to improve the research output.


FORMAT and CONTENT:

Include the following in your Powerpoint:

• A main cover page with the title of your essay, your full name, student ID, course name and code, and the date.
• An abstract / synopsis of your intended research. Provide a word count of the abstract (it should be 150 – 200 words).
• A hypothesis: One or two sentences, explaining what you expect to conclude from your research (this does not have to ‘become true’ – it is acceptable to come to a different conclusion, after your research is finalized)
• The table of contents (ToC) that you will use for your essay.
• A short explanation (just one or two sentences under each heading) of what you intend to cover in each section of the ToC.
• A list of ten sources that are available on the topic, and from which you will choose when you do your research. Ensure that the list includes secondary as well as primary sources. List them in proper bibliography format.
• Some images to make your presentation more interesting

Note:
· Prepare a maximum of twelve (12) slides in total
· You do not need to use in-text references in the presentation – only if you are quoting somebody directly.
· Images are welcome, but do not include audio or video in the Powerpoint.

DEADLINE FOR ONLINE SUBMISSION:
Monday, 5 October 2020, 23h59

Note:
· On the due date the presentation must be submitted on BlackBoard, in PowerPoint format.
· No need for SafeAssign check (the essays will be checked, later)

WEIGHT OF THIS ASSESSMENT:
· This presentation counts for 15% of total assessment in this course.

MARKING RUBRIC:
· supplied separately. Please read it to see how your presentation will be graded.
